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More than three decades have passed when my love affair with tennis began. Today I often wonder how a 

village boy like me got into Tennis which is primarily considered an urban and elite sport. I belong to a 

very small non descript village of Punjab bordering Chandigarh called Chilla Manoli. I was an ordinary 

village boy. Only thing which perhaps separated me from other boys was perhaps my extra ordinary 

level of energy and strong desire to do well in life. But there was no channel to harness my energy. Then 

suddenly Chart Scheme of Chandigarh Lawn Tennis Association (CLTA ) happened. It was year 1987 or 

1988 when CLTA decided to launch a special talent hunt scheme. The perpose of 

the scheme was to unearth raw talent which was supposed to be in abundance 

in rural Punjab.

I was selected in the first batch of Chart Scheme, which was primarily the 

brain child of Rajan Kashyap, the doyen of Indian Tennis. He was heading 

CLTA at that time and was very keen to nurture new talent. The 

scheme proved to be a huge success and I consider myself 

as the most befitting example of that. Had this scheme 

not happened, I would perhaps not even ever laid a 

hand on a tennis racket. My journey as a tennis 

professional started from CLTA and the man who 

shaped my destiny is none but Mr Rajan 

Kashyap. He not only spotted talent in me but 

also ensured its culmination. I not only got 

admission in the academy run by CLTA but also got 

admission in a local school for studies. At CLTA I 

was provided free diet and even free equipment. 

Needless to say that I could not have afforded all 

this on my own. Rajan Kashyap ji always had sharp 

eye for spotting tennis talent and I am lucky that he 

found that spark in me and made me what I am 

today.

Another man whom I owe a lot in life is my first 

coach Wing Commander Beant Singh, one of the 

finest coach CLTA ever had. He taught me the 

finer points of the sport and always emphasized 

on the physical fitness. He was a great 

motivator also. I am lucky that I had such an 

intelligent, knowledgeable and considerate 

coach. With the support and blessings of these 

two stalwarts, my tennis career always headed in 

the right direction. I made my mark as a player in 

the nineties and then as a coach and official in 

later years. The Chart Scheme has transformed a 

village boy like me into tennis professional. This 

scheme took me to the Wimbledon, The Australian 

Open host of other tournaments. I am not the only one 

who has made up so high because of Chart Scheme. 

List of the beneficiaries is impressive and endless.

I must say that Chart Scheme is one of its kind 

initiative. Full marks go to CLTA and Rajan Kashyap ji. 

But I often wonder why the success and zeal of this 

scheme is not being replicated on a much larger scale, 

particularly in Punjab. Youth of Punjab is full of energy 

alas it has not been channelized in the right direction. We 

have a huge problem of drug abuse. Youngsters are just 

wasting their yoyuth and getting addicted to various 

narcotic substances. Only way we can save our youth is 

through sport. We need thousands of Chart Schemes, not 

in Tennis but in all other sports.
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· N.S.N.I.S Coaching Diploma from Pa�ala. 

 (INDIA) 2000-2001. 

TENNIS QUALIFICATION

· AITA-ITF Level- 2 Coaching Course 2007.

· USPTR/PTR-Professional 2004. 

· Ex-ITF White Badge Umpire 1999- 2006. 

· Former Na�onal Coach at Na�onal Tennis Academy, 
Gurgaon 2004

Countries Traveled
USA, ENGLAND, AUSTRALIA(3), HONGKONG (2), 

T H A I L A N D,  KO R E A ,  V I E T N A M ,  D U B A I ( 3 ) , 

BANGLADESH, PAKISTAN (3), ROMANIA, TUNISIA, 

UZBEKISTAN(2),  DOHA, SWEDEN, NIGERIA, 

GHANNA, SPAIN, CHINESE TAIPEI,  FRANCE, 

GERMANY, CZECK REPUBLIC, BELGIUM.

COACHING EXPERIENCE

Ø Travelled with Associa�on of Indian Universi�es 

(AIU) Lawn Tennis Indian team for (Men and 
th stWomen) to Chinese Taipei from 17  August to 31  

August 2017 as an Indian Coach. 

Birbal Kumar Wadhera
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Writing Poems 

03



Travelled with GSPDP/ITF/ATF U–14 ASIAN Players from 
T H t h30  June to 8  August 2022 on Europe tour to 

FRANCE.GERMANY.BELGIUM.CZECH REPUBLIC.

Honored By Honorable Governor of Lahore. 
Looking the success of my camp Honorable Governor of 
Punjab, Lahore  invited me to Governor House and 
appreciated my work and honored me by awarding  
Apprecia�on Shield.
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rd
Received Khello India University game 3  (Third Posi�on) 
Trophy held at Banglore from honorable Home minister 
Of India Shri Amit Shah ji as a PU.UCM (University 
Con�ngent Manager)

P.U Men”s tennis team Won Silver Medal under my 
coaching in the First Khello  India University games held 
at Bhuvneshwar.

BEST ACHIEVEMENT AS A COACH

Divij Sharan
Ÿ Travelled with Men's player Mr.Divij Sharan, who was 

420 at the world ranking 2006. He also won Men's 
rdSatellite 3  week and masters. He was also a semi-

finalist in Men's Future

Ÿ He was in the Davis Cup team in April 2007.

Ÿ He was also a member of Indo-Pak Series in 2006

Ÿ Divij Received India's biggest Players ARJUN AWARD in 

2019.
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Ÿ Navdeep Singh- Have won Men's Doubles Championship 
in Nigeria under my tenure as his personal travelling 
Coach.

Ÿ Vivek Shokeen. (Worked with him during my tenure at 
NTA, he is also a na�onal champion and  he was a part of 
Senior Davis Cup Team.

Ÿ Poojashree Venkatesh.( Worked with her during my 
tenure at NTA, She won ITF women's Tournaments)

Ÿ Haadin Bava—worked with him as his travelling coach in 
2016. He reached semi finals of Fenesta open in men's 
apart from some good results in ITF Men's Circuit.

Ÿ Panjab University Men team won Bronze Medal in All 
India Inter University.

Ÿ Panjab University Men team won Silver Medal in First 
Khello India University games.

OFFICIATING EXPERIENCE

GRAND SLAMS

Ÿ Wimbeldon 2005, Australian Open 2006 

Hobbies 

Yoga and Listening Old Indian Music and 
Writing Poems 
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ATP TOUR/WTA TOUR 

Ÿ Hongkong, Dubai, India
ITF JUNIORS REFEREE

Ÿ Asian Juniors Championships B-1, ITF Grade-2, 
Grade-3, Grade-4, Grade-5

Chair Umpire Group-3, 4 (Vietnam)

Chief of Umpire
Ÿ India Vs Sweden (Delhi)
Ÿ India Vs Uzbekistan (Jaipur)

As Player
Ÿ India number 15 in 1996.
Ÿ Bronze Medalist in All India Inter-

 university.

Davis Cup

Experience

Ÿ Worked with Chandigarh Lawn Tennis Associa�on.

Ÿ Worked with AITA Na�onal Tennis Academy as Senior 

Coach. 

Ÿ Worked with Mr. Ratan Sharma SAI Coaching Delhi.

Ÿ Worked for Pakistan Tennis Federa�on.

Ÿ Worked as Chief Coach with Chandigarh Club Tennis 

Academy, Ideal Tennis Academy.

Ÿ At Present working as a coach with Panjab University, 

Chandigarh.
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Islamabad
The Express Tribune, May 25, 2011
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